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MR. MALONE: Let's turn a chapter here and turn 

a page and talk about what this case is really about, 

because it's about more than just deciding what happened 

on Spring Terrace on the night of September 1, 2000. 

Your job today is to decide whether anything good can 

come out of that terrible tragedy. What good can come 

out of that? That is in your hands, ladies and 

gentlemen. 

We have the greatest system of civil justice in 

the world. Many other places in the world, if someone 

had shot someone else, all it would bring about would be 

revenge and bloodshed. But we have a justice system 

where parents can have enough faith in the system of 

justice that they can sit in a courtroom with the same 

man just a few feet from them who has killed their son, 

admittedly killed their son, and they can lay at the 

feet of the trier of fact --  that's you --  their 

evidence and expect justice to come out of it. 

We have the greatest system of justice in the 

world for two reasons. One is that everyone is equal in 

this courtroom. Just because you're with the Prince 

George's County government doesn't make you better than 

anyone else. And the second reason that we have the 

greatest system in the world is that even when the 

government itself is alleged to be the wrongdoer, we can 



trust the government to bring about justice. We are 

sitting in a building that is owned by the Prince 

George's County government. 

And what has the government done to decide this 

case fairly? Let's bring in a cross section of the 

community to decide the case. We don't care anything 

about these folks except that they make a pledge to be 

fair. You didn't have to show any special degree when 

you came in here, no special expertise, just your common 

sense, because you are the voice of the community that 

decides what justice, what good can come out of this 

case. And that is a powerful and awesome responsibility 

for you. 

There is a law that guides you. The law only 

puts out a skeleton, though, of what you are to 

consider. The law requires you to put flesh on the 

skeleton. Let's talk about what the law provides. And 

His Honor told you, Judge Lombardi, in essence, that 

money is the measure of justice in this case. You can 

not turn back the clock. You cannot bring this man back 

to life. You can only measure the fair value of what 

his family has lost. 

Now, if this family had lost a priceless 

painting, even if by some miracle they had a Van Gogh or 

something like that in their attic and this man had 



destroyed that painting, there wouldn't be any question 

that he would be liable for it even if it's very 

expensive. No question at all. It would just be, 

"Well, what's the fair market value," and they're going 

to have to pay. 

Now, when a human being's life is destroyed, 

it's a lot harder, and that's why we bring in the voice 

of the community to decide that. The Governor and the 

legislators, the lawmakers who setup this law that we 

call the Wrongful Death Act, set up three categories for 

you to consider in making a determination of what is 

just and fair in this case. I want to go over them now 

with you. 

You heard that Nina Jones is entitled to 

recover for any reasonably expected loss of income of 

the decedent that would have gone to her. In other 

words, her loss of support. 

Now, you heard evidence about financial 

support. You heard what kind of worker Prince Jones 

was. You heard that at Bally's he was extremely 

well-liked, popular, articulate, customers loved him. 

He went out of his way to help people. He needed 

minimal supervision. A good employee. Handsome, 

well-spoken, the kind of employee anyone would want to 

have. 



You heard he was about to enter an elite Navy 

nuclear submarine program. We know that the next few 

years as he got into that program would not have been 

easy years for he and Nina, but we calculated out very 

carefully just what a conservative estimate would be on 

what amount of support the average father making an 

average income would have provided a child. And you saw 

the numbers. We had them on the board here. 

Let me just show it to you quickly. Depending 

on if he did a 20-year program in the Navy or a six-year 

program in the Navy, and just using averages, just the 

average college graduate, this young girl has lost 

somewhere between a little over four hundred thousand 

dollars, when you add in the loss of health insurance, 

to a little over eight hundred thousand dollars on just 

that aspect of the case. 

I'm going to draw a circle here on the board 

and I'm going to call it the circle of family and what a 

father does for a daughter, and I'm just going to ask 

you to think about how much financial support is in the 

overall scheme of things for a father and a daughter. 

Because there are two other categories that we still 

have left to talk about here. How do you measure the 

value of financial support versus the services that a 

father gives to a daughter and the care and the comfort 




















