
28 U.S.C. section 1346(b): 
 
(1) Subject to the provisions of chapter 171 of this title, the district 
courts, together with the United States District Court for the District of 
the Canal Zone and the District Court of the Virgin Islands, shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction of civil actions on claims against the United States, 
for money damages, accruing on and after January 1, 1945, for injury or loss 
of property, or personal injury or death caused by the negligent or wrongful 
act or omission of any employee of the Government while acting within the 
scope of his office or employment, under circumstances where the United 
States, if a private person, would be liable to the claimant in accordance 
with the law of the place where the act or omission occurred. 
 
 
(2) No person convicted of a felony who is incarcerated while awaiting 
sentencing or while serving a sentence may bring a civil action against the 
United States or an agency, officer, or employee of the Government, for 
mental or emotional injury suffered while in custody without a prior showing 
of physical injury. 


